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Welcome to the 2021 Forsyth Barr Bay 
of Plenty Sports Awards

This year we’re excited to present a Sports Awards like no other. 
Over the last 18 months sport seasons have been disrupted, events 
cancelled and competition formats upended. 

COVID-19 has challenged us all to adapt and change, but amongst 
the chaos has emerged a resilient and passionate community of 
volunteers, clubs and organisations determined to help sport and 
recreation continue. The pandemic may feel like a formidable foe at 
times, but it’s no match for strong and connected communities. 

Despite the disruptions, we have much to celebrate this year. To that 
end we invite you to join us on Friday, November 19 as we recognise 
all that has been achieved in the past 12 months. 

I’d like to extend a big thank you to our sponsors and supporters for 
making this celebration possible, and for their unwavering support 
as we made the difficult decision to switch to an online virtual event. 
It may be different, but it will be no less exciting. See you online on 
the 19th!

Noho ora mai

Heidi Lichtwark
Sport Bay of Plenty chief executive

5:30pm Friday, 
19 November
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A word from Forsyth Barr

We are very pleased to partner with Sport Bay of Plenty 
and the Sports Awards. Supporting the awards enables 
us to acknowledge and honour sport and recreation in 
the community for the wellbeing of people in the Bay 
of Plenty. 

Forsyth Barr is a proudly New Zealand and staff-owned 
business. We have a long history of supporting and 
celebrating New Zealand sporting achievers. We 
started life in Dunedin in 1936, and now have 24 offices 
across New Zealand employing around 450 people. 
We’re very pleased to have the opportunity to support 
schools, clubs and community organisations right 
across the country. 

On behalf of Forsyth Barr Tauranga, we would like to 
thank the team at Sport Bay of Plenty for the hugely 
positive contribution they make, and to congratulate all 
the nominees and finalists of the 2021 Forsyth Barr Bay 
of Plenty Sports Awards. 

David McConnochiee
Forsyth Barr Tauranga branch manager

Programme
Live from Rotorua

5:30pm Friday, 19 November

•	Bay	Office	Products	Depot	Secondary School Boys’ Team of the Year 

•	Redspot	Creative	Secondary School Girls’ Team of the Year

• Volcanic Hills Team of the Year

• Sport Bay of Plenty Young Disabled Sportsperson of the Year

•	Canon	Bay	of	Plenty	Disabled Sportsperson of the Year

• Forsyth Barr Community Service to Sport and Recreation

• EVES Realty Young Sportswoman of the Year

• Sport Bay of Plenty Young Sportsman of the Year

• BayTrust Coach of the Year

• Ebbett Tauranga Community Organisation of the Year

•	Advocate	Print	Official of the Year

• Aurecon Innovation in Sport and Recreation

• Bayleys Real Estate Sportsman of the Year

•	Holland	Beckett	Law	Sportswoman of the Year

• Forsyth Barr Supreme Award
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Whakatāne High School Beach Volleyball 
After winning the North Island Secondary Schools Year 10 Beach 
Volleyball Championships Oliver Forsyth and Jamie Julian went 
on to secure the Year 11 NZ Secondary Schools Beach Volleyball 
Championships in 2021.

Rotorua Boys’ High School Touch
In November 2020 the Boys’ High touch team won the Rotorua Open 
Men’s competition, before winning the NZ Secondary School National 
Touch Tournament in a tightly contested competition. 

Tauranga Boys’ College Senior Futsal
The Tauranga Boys’ College senior futsal team were the BOP 
Secondary School and BOP premier men’s champions, before taking 
out the NZ Secondary School Championship in March.

Tauranga Boys’ College Senior Squash 
After winning the BOP Secondary School Squash Championships, 
the Tauranga Boys’ College team went on to win the NZ Secondary 
Schools Championship. 

Bay Office Products Depot is the Bay of Plenty’s favourite business-to-business 
office product supplier, with stores in Tauranga, Rotorua, and a proud 
longstanding sponsor of the Sport Bay of Plenty Awards.

Secondary School Boys’ 
Team of the Year
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Mount Maunganui Rugby Club Women’s
In May the Mount Maunganui Rugby Club Women’s team triumphed 
over Rangiuru by just one point to win the Toi Ohomai Baywide 
Women’s Club Premiership.

Upper Central Rugby League Stallions
In late 2020 the Upper Central Stallions took out the National 
Women’s Rugby League Championship by ending their undefeated 
season with a finals win over rivals Auckland Vulcans. 

Tauranga City AFC Women’s First Team
An undefeated 2021 football season put the Tauranga City 
club team on the front foot to take out the WaiBOP W-League 
Premiership in September. 

Bay of Plenty Senior Men’s Volleyball
Despite going in to the 2021 New Zealand Provincial Championships 
as underdogs, and without a coach, the Bay of Plenty senior men’s 
team rallied to finish second place.

Rotorua’s own Volcanic Hills Winery, proudly making wine from grapes grown in NZ’s 
best wine growing regions is excited to continue our support of local sportspeople 
via these Awards.  We congratulate all the finalists tonight – time to celebrate!

Team of the Year

Otumoetai College U17 Double Sculls 
Rowing
Emma Averill and Jenna Brangwynne shone at this years’ 
Maadi Cup where they won silver in the Girls’ U17 double 
sculls. The Maadi medal was the first for Otumoetai College 
since 2015.

John Paul College Clay Target Shooting
With two bronze in 2020 competitions, including at nationals, 
and a gold in the 2020 North Island Secondary School 
Championship, the podiums continued for JPC with silver at 
the 2021 South Island Secondary School Championship. 

Mount Maunganui Premier 1 Girls’ 
Volleyball
Crowned champions of the BOP Secondary School Volleyball 
competition, the Mount College volleyball team later went 
on to take out silver in the NZ Secondary Schools National 
Volleyball Championship. 

John Paul College Cross Country
The JPC cross country team has had multiple successes over 
the past year, including first in the Waiakto BOP and BOP 
Midlands Championships, and fifth at the NZ Secondary School 
Cross Country Championship. 

Redspot is a creative design studio based in Rotorua. Specialising in brand 
management with expertise in design, website development and digital 
marketing making for a complete brand-centric offering.

Secondary School Girls’ 
Team of the Year
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Te Huia Apaapa – half marathon, marathon, 
triathlon
In November 2020, Te Huia took out first place in the male para-tri 
Tauranga Tinman event. In 2021 he won the 10k run at the Waihi 
Beach Nugget, and was third in his age group at the 21k Tauranga 
Run the Night and the Rotorua Forest Festival long course event.

Lisa Adams – shot put
During her debut Paralympic Games in Tokyo this year, Lisa 
broke the record four times in F37 shot put competition. She was 
unassailable in her record-breaking performance and eventually 
took home the gold medal. 

Canon Bay of Plenty is locally owned and Canon’s largest document solution 
provider in New Zealand. We are proud of the sponsorship we currently provide 
the Bay of Plenty community and we’re excited to now be part of the Bay of 
Plenty Sports Awards.

BAY OF PLENTY
Powered by BAYCOPY
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Disabled Sportsperson of 
the Year

Siobhan Terry - swimming
Siobhan secured a bronze medal in the women’s 200m freestyle 
event at the 2021 AON New Zealand Swimming Championships after 
notching up personal best times in all of her S10 classification events. 

Bailey Conlon - swimming
Bailey has secured several podium finishes in the past 12 months, 
including gold in the para S14 100m, silver in the 50m breaststroke, 
and bronze in the 50m butterfly at the 2021 AON New Zealand 
Swimming Championships. 

Through funding, scholarships, club development and advocacy, Sport Bay of 
Plenty is committed to investing in a strong sport, recreation and play system 
that supports the region’s young people.

Young Disabled 
Sportsperson of the Year
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Forsyth Barr is a proudly New Zealand and staff-owned business with a long 
history of supporting and celebrating New Zealand sporting achievers. With 
24 offices across New Zealand, they’re proud to support schools, clubs and 
community organisations right around the country.

He aha te mea nui o te ao? 

He tāngata, he tāngata, he tāngata.

Don Te Maipi – Te Teko Rugby Club
Don has been coaching JAB rugby for eight years, and is head coach of Te Teko Rugby Club’s Senior A team. 
With a passion for his club and community, on any given day you may spot Don painting lines, putting up 
flags or throwing the ball around with his kids. His willingness to go the extra mile is driven by a passion to 
develop young players and great people. 

Suzanne Hardie – Achilles Tauranga
Suzanne is a guide and chapter leader of Achilles Tauranga. Each week she volunteers her time to train 
with disabled athletes or help guide them at local Park Runs. For her the benefits of volunteering are not 
only seeing local athletes have opportunities to participate and achieve their goals, but also the great 
friendships formed through the Achilles group. 

Crispian Stewart – Geyser City Sports & Cultural Club
Crispian has been a longstanding volunteer with junior and community cricket, and is heavily involved 
in helping young cricketers develop through the age grades. From transport, to coaching, scoring and 
organising gear, Crispian has given countless hours to the game he loves.

Community Service to Sport and Recreation

Lin Wallbrink – Ōpōtiki Community Walking Group
As a retired public health nurse, Lin knows very well the benefits of physical activity. For five years she’s 
been rallying the Ōpōtiki walking group to get out each week and explore their local trails regardless of 
rain, hail or shine. The benefits of walking go beyond the physical, though, with many participants saying 
they love the social connections they’ve formed.

Michael Pugh – Evolution Tauranga Swimming Club
Michael is the volunteer chairperson of Evolution Tauranga Swimming Club. He became involved 13 years 
ago when his oldest daughter began swimming. As a young track and field athlete Michael was inspired 
by the volunteers that helped him, and is now giving back by helping kids connect with the water in 
various ways. 

Kelly Albrecht – Lake City Athletic Club
Kelly has been the children’s convenor at Lake City Athletic Club for four years and is a coach for various age 
groups. She has worked tirelessly to help grow tamariki participation in athletics, and her focus on fun has 
helped the Lake City Athletic Club go from strength to strength. 
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Samuel Tanner – athletics
In 2021 Sam attended the Tokyo Olympics to compete in the 1500m 
event where he placed sixth in heat two. His road to Tokyo was 
paved with success after he won the New Zealand Mile and 3000m 
Championships earlier this year, and smashed the NZ 1500m record 
in international competition. 

Henry Booker – sport climbing
In November 2021 Henry won bronze in the National Open 
Bouldering Championship. This year he backed up that success 
by securing first place in the Open Men and U18 categories at the 
National Lead Climbing Championships. 

 
Lachlan Stevens-McNab – mountain biking
Lachlan has had several international podiums throughout 2021 
including a first and third place finish at Crankworx Innsbruck, third in 
round 2 and 3 of the UCI World Cup downhill 17-18 boys and third in 
junior men at the downhill UCI World Championships. 

Hiko-o-te-rangi Curtis - Crossfit
In August 2021 Hiko attended the World CrossFit Games where, after 
nine events in three days, he took out bronze in the male 16-17 age 
category. In 2020 Hiko was crowned CrossFit national champion in 
the 16 to 17-years-old category. 

Through funding, scholarships, club development and advocacy, Sport Bay of 
Plenty is committed to investing in a strong sport, recreation and play system 
that supports the region’s young people.

Young Sportsman 
of the Year

Jenna Hastings – mountain biking
Ranked fourth in the U21 Enduro World Series in 2020, Jenna rolled 
into 2021 on a high by taking out the top spot in the U19 NZ National 
Mountain Bike Downhill Series. She’s also claimed several first place 
finishes at national enduro events. 

Hannah Gapes – athletics
In the past 12 months Hannah has won the U18 5k Road Race 
National Championships, the U20 5k National Track and Field 
Championships, and the 6k Junior Women’s event at the National 
Cross Country Championships. 

Keira Allott – swimming
At this year’s NZ Secondary School Championships Keira came first in 
the 200 and 400m freestyle and 200m individual medley. She also 
secured first in the 400, 800 and 1500m freestyle events at the NZ 
Age Group Championships.  

EVES has been at the forefront of real estate for over 50 years. Our 
experienced salespeople have an intricate knowledge of the local property 
market and are dedicated to getting the best results.

Young Sportswoman 
of the Year
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Whakatāne Blue Light
Whakatāne Blue Light is a fixture in the Eastern Bay and year-on-
year helps many young people access fun and engaging physical 
activities. They deliver valuable cycle skills training, along with 
biking, kayaking and SUP activities free of charge to local schools. 
Their Whanau on Wheels programme has also distributed over 160 
bicycles, helmets and locks to local whanau who wouldn’t ordinarily 
have access to such equipment. 

Te Puke Sports and Recreation Club
For more than 110 years Te Puke Sports and Recreation Club has been 
a cornerstone of sport in the Te Puke community. This year the club, 
with backing from local businesses, invested in a 400 seat covered 
grandstand to encourage greater sporting participation. The small club 
with a big heart also has quality facilities to cater for netball, rugby, 
volleyball, cricket and indoor basketball, and their indoor gymnasium 
supports community and school recreation. 

Rotorua Mountain Bike Club
Rotorua Mountain Bike Club’s lives the community spirit by supporting 
two programmes of enormous value to the Rotorua community and 
beyond. Their Share the Ride programme lowers barriers to participation 
by helping tamariki and rangatahi learn biking skills and access bikes, 
and their support for the First Response Unit ensures all forest users have 
access to a quality rescue service in Whakarewarewa Forest. 

The team at Ebbett Tauranga are delighted to be able to continue our ongoing 
support for this fantastic event, all be it a little different this year. Congratulations 
to all those nominated for the Community Organisation of the Year.

Community Organisation 
of the Year

Craig Kirkwood – triathlon
This year Craig helped Hayden Wilde and Samuel Tanner qualify 
and compete at the Tokyo Olympics. Hayden went on to win bronze 
in the triathlon and finished second overall in the Super League 
Triathlon Championship series. 

Alan Bunting and Corey Sweeney – rugby 
sevens
At the Tokyo Olympics this year, Alan and Corey coached the Black 
Ferns Sevens all the way to their first Olympic gold medal. 

Brendon-Ray Horlock - volleyball
Brendon-Ray coached Mount Maunganui College Senior Girls’ 
Volleyball team to a silver medal at the NZ Secondary School 
Division 1 National Championships and gold at the BOP Volleyball 
Championships.  

BayTrust’s purpose is “to accelerate bold meaningful change, assisting BOP 
communities and the environment to flourish.” BayTrust was the seed funder of 
the CoachForce programme and has committed over $12m since 1997.

Coach of the Year
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Sam’s Skate School
Twelve months ago Sam Robertson started Sam’s Skate School with 
funding assistance from the Tū Manawa Active Aotearoa Fund. His mission 
was to make skateboarding accessible to tamariki in his local area by 
offering free tuition and coaching. The programme has been a huge 
success and more than 300 tamariki have taken part this year in what is 
quickly becoming one of the most popular sports for young people. 

Geyser City Sports & Cultural Club
With innovative thinking Geyser City Sports & Cultural Club has 
created a non-traditional junior pathway that is enabling young 
players to continue to connect with cricket. With many schools in 
Rotorua struggling to field a cricket team, young players from the 
Central Bay region were missing out. Geyser therefore worked closely 
with schools to develop school teams through the Geyser Club. As 
a result players from several local schools come together to play as 
a team in school competitions. The new pathway is also connecting 
junior players into club cricket.

Otumoetai Tennis Club
The Otumoetai Tennis Club has rallied to support a campaign aimed 
at encouraging more juniors to take up tennis. Via a concerted 
marketing effort, and focussing on a family-friendly environment 
that included ‘Friday pizza nights’, the club was able to grow junior 
membership by 50 per cent. An Open Day also attracted 300 
attendees and resulted in 91 new members. 

Aurecon is an engineering, design and advisory company, creating innovative 
solutions for our clients through technical and advisory expertise. Aurecon ranked 
#3 in 2021 The Australian Financial Review BOSS Most Innovative Companies list, 
featuring for the fifth year running.  

Innovation in Sport and 
Recreation

Greg Rieger – surf life saving
Greg was the event referee for this year’s U14 Surf Life Saving New 
Zealand Oceans Junior Nationals. Greg has also been mentoring 
and developing a number of upcoming officials, and sits on Surf Life 
Saving NZ’s officials leadership group.

Joanie Coles – netball
In July Joanie was an official at the U18 National Championships. As 
part of the tournament Joanie was assessed and received her Netball 
NZ Umpiring Award after several years of hard work to pass theory 
examinations and practical assessments. 

Kelly Hudson – hockey
This year Kelly attended the Tokyo Olympics as a hockey and video 
umpire, and was the video umpire for the semi-final match between 
the Netherlands and Germany. While at the Tokyo Olympics Kelly also 
notched up her 150th international game as a referee. In the lead up 
to the Games, Kelly also umpired in the Trans-Tasman series.  

Since they opened their doors in the 1970s, Advocate Print has been constantly 
learning and adopting new technologies. They have the skills and expertise to 
help with all design and print needs and are delighted to continue their support of 
the Bay of Plenty Sports Awards.

Official of the Year
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Lisa Carrington – kayaking
Lisa dominated the kayak sprint events at this year’s Tokyo Olympics 
by securing gold in the K1 200m, gold in the K1 500, gold in the K2 
500m and a fourth place in the K4 500m. Lisa is New Zealand’s most 
successful Olympian, having won a staggering six medals across three 
Olympic Games – five gold and one bronze. 

Samantha Winders – netball
In 2020 Samantha was a member of the Silver Ferns team who won 
the Cadbury Netball Series and the series against the English Roses. 
This year Samantha was captain of Waikato-Bay of Plenty Magic where 
she clocked up her 100th national game.

Robin Goomes – mountain biking
On this year’s Crankworx tour Robin secured a first place in the whip 
off, fourth in the speed and style at Innsbruck, and a fourth in the 
downhill event at Crankworx British Columbia. Robin was also first in 
the Women’s Elite NZ Downhill Mountain Bike Series 2021.  

Stacey Fluhler – rugby sevens
Stacey was part of this year’s Black Ferns Sevens team who were 
the toast of Tokyo after defeating France to become Olympic gold 
medallists for the first time. 

Holland Beckett Law is a full service law firm, servicing a wide range of clients 
from individuals to large corporates. At Holland Beckett Law we value our people, 
our clients and our community; creating excellence together. We have been 
proud sponsors of the Bay of Plenty Sportswoman of the Year Award since 2014.

Sportswoman of the Year

Hayden Wilde – triathlon
Hayden secured his first Olympic medal this year after scoring a 
bronze at Tokyo 2020. He followed up that success with a first place in 
stage one of the World Championship Series and a win at the London 
event of the Super League triathlon series. 

Scott Curry – rugby sevens
Scott was co-captain of the New Zealand men’s rugby sevens team 
which won silver at the Tokyo Olympic Games. 

Kane Williamson – cricket
In 2021 Kane Williamson captained the Black Caps to victory in the 
inaugural ICC World Test Championship final over India. Last year he 
also scored a career best of 251 runs in the West Indies test match, 
and three centuries over the summer test season.

Bayleys offer market-leading expertise in the sale of residential, rural and 
commercial property. We’re a team of passionate and professional salespeople, 
brought together by our love for both our region and property.

Sportsman of the Year
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NZ COMMUNITY TRUST

Thank you to our sponsors 
and supporters

Supporters

RotoruaTrust
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Congratulations 
and thank you
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To all those who have been nominated for awards, we offer our 
congratulations. But importantly we also extend our thanks.

These awards recognise the many members of a community 
who make a huge contribution to the wellbeing of people right 
across the Bay of Plenty. Whether that’s by inspiring others 
through achieving great things, or putting in the work to make 
sure clubs run, facilities are maintained and events happen, the 
positive impact on our region is huge.

Thanks to everyone nominated for leading by example.

(07) 578 2737
forsythbarr.co.nz


